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Summary of Conditions 
 

 

• Irrigation shut down to conserve storage 
(approximate dates) 

• Lima – August 2nd 

• East Bench Joint Board – Sept 15th 

• Sun River Diversion (GID & FSID) – Aug. 7th 

• Milk River – Aug. 25th 

 

• Inflows continue to be below average 

 



         Reclamation’s Internet Website 
 

             http://www.usbr.gov/gp/hydromet/ 
   
• near real-time data available through the HYDROMET data system 
• summaries and plots of historical data 
• annual reservoir operating plan publication 
• monthly water supply reports 
• project data 
• snow plots 
• links to related internet sites 
   



Reservoir Storage Outlook 
August 20, 2015 

DNRC Water Resources Division 
State Water Projects Bureau 

 

 













•7/31/2015 
 

•79% Capacity 

 
•113% average  
 
•9,036 Acre-Feet 
 

•Elev.= 5480.48 
 
 





Current Reservoir Data 
 

•67% Capacity 
 

•133% average 
 
•15,706 Acre-Feet 
 
•Inflows=0 cfs 
 

•Outflows=80 cfs 
 

 





Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•72% Capacity 
 

•133% average 
 
•54,498 Acre-Feet 
(Total Storage) 
 

•Elev.=3910.1 
 
 





•Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•78% Capacity 
 

•104% Average 
 

•Outflows~57 cfs 
 

•7,932 Acre-Feet 
 
•Elev.=6711.2 
 

 





Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•47% Capacity 
 

•79% average 
 
•17,700 Acre-Feet 
 

•Elev.=5368.4 
 

•Inflows=106 cfs 
 

•Outflows=223 cfs 





Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•79% Capacity 
 

•119% Average 
 
•62,462 Acre-Feet 
 
•Elev.=3423.6 
 

•Inflows=147 cfs 
 

•Outflows=485 cfs 
 





Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•26% Capacity 
 
•53% average 
 

•4,240 Acre-Feet 
 
•Elev.=6017.7 
 
 





Current Reservoir 
Data 
 

•31% Capacity 
 
•47% average 
 

•3,491 Acre-Feet 
 
•Elev.=4589.71 
 
 





Reservoir Data 7/31/2015 
 
•87% Capacity 
 

•95% average 
 
•27,997 Acre-Feet 
 

•Elev.=4718.3 
 
 

       8/19/2015 
 
•Outflows=353 cfs 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
 East of the Divide-DNRC SWP Reservoirs are near/at/above 

Historic Average storage levels for August. 
 

 West of the Divide-DNRC SWP Reservoirs are below to well 
below Historic Average Storage levels for August 

 
 Available storage is offsetting decreed water shortages, and 

providing needed stream flows to project areas that use 
rivers/streams as conveyance systems, i.e. Painted Rocks, 
Tongue River, Nevada Creek, Upper Musselshell, Deadman’s, 
Flint Creek… 

 
 Potential Winter Carryover for WY 2016 is being monitored by 

the associations and DNRC SWP.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bea verhea d

Yellowstone

Big Horn

Bla ine

Bro
a d
wa
ter

Ca rb on

Ca rter

Ca sc a d e

Choutea u

Custer

Da niels

Da wson

Deer
L od ge

Fa llon

Fergus

Fla thea d

Ga lla tin

Ga rfield

Gla c ier

Go
lde
n

V a
lle
yGra nite

Hill

Jefferson

Jud ith
Ba sin

L a ke

L ewis &
Cla rk

Lib
e rt
yL inc oln

McCone

Ma d ison

Mea gher

Minera l

Missoula

Musselshell

Pa rk

Pet
rol
eum

Phillip sPond era

Powd er
River

Powell
Pra irie

Rava lli

Ric hla nd

Roosevelt

Roseb ud

Sa nd ers

Sherid a n

Silver
Bow

Still
w a t
er

Sweet
Gra ss

Teton

Toole

Trea sure

V a lley

W hea tla nd

Wi
ba
ux

Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Advisory Committee strongly encourages local
officials to convene local drought committees.
Severe Drought - Local officials
should have local drought planning efforts underway
or should reconvene the local drought committee
at the earliest opportunity.
For recommended responses, see the Montana
Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultural - Soil Moisture, Range conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Streamflow, 
Groundwater

Map Key
Drought Im p a ct Typ e

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Montana Water Supply and Moisture Status by County - August 2015

ContinentalDivide
Moisture Status
Current Month

Extremely Moist
Moderately Moist
Slightly Moist
Near Average (Normal)
Slightly Dry
Moderately Dry
Extremely Dry

http://drought.mt.gov 

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought 

 

A & H
A & H

H
W a ter Sup p ly a nd Moisture Status Ma p  

August 18, 2015 
 
Ac c ording to the Nationa l W ea ther Servic e, Crop  Yea r to d a te (Ap ril 1, 2015 – August 18, 2015) p rec ip ita tion tota ls a t va lley eleva tions ra nged from  
a b out 80 - to 110-p erc ent of norm a l for the southwest region; 45- to 60-p erc ent for the western region; 80- to 110-p erc ent for the  northeastern 
region; 90- to 110-p erc ent for the central region; 80- to 110 p erc ent for the northcentral region; 90- to 110-p erc ent for the southcentral region, a nd 
90- to 120-p erc ent for the southeast region, with exc ep tions in a ll seven regions of the state.  
 
Flows in the Yellowstone, a nd lower Missouri River Ba sins a re rated a s norm a l a t this tim e. The Cla rk Fork River b a sin is b elow to m uc h b elow norm a l 
a c c ording to the USGS a s of August 18, 2015: http ://wa terwa tc h.usgs.gov/new/index.p hp ?m =rea l&r=m t&w=m a p   
 
The August 1, 2015 NRCS Surfa c e W a ter Sup p ly Index (SW SI) m a p  rates only 18 of 54 Monta na  river b a sins a s a b ove the  Extremely Dry c a tegory with 
only six (6) river b a sins rated a s Near Average; three (3) b a sins a re rated a s  Slightly Dry; with the rem a ining river b a sins rated a s Moderately Dry See: 
http ://doc s.m sl.m t.gov/geoinfo/CurrentSW SI/Current_SW SI.p df  
 
Cooler tha n norm a l tem p era tures over the c ourse of the p a st few weeks ha ve offered a  rep rieve from  90-degree a nd a b ove tem p era tures with little 
p rec ip ita tion of July. Ha rvest of gra ins is well a hea d of norm a l due to ea rly m a turity from  the unsea sona l hea t of m id - sum m er. The August 16 USDA 
Crop  Progress Rep ort noted top soil m oisture 47-p erc ent Adeq ua te to Surp lus a nd sub soil m oisture 48 p erc ent rated a s a deq ua te to surp lu s. The 
rep ort noted tha t som e ra instorm s were hea vy a lthough sp otty in c overa ge. Produc ers were m oving livestoc k off of “exha usted sum m er ra nges ea rly” 
with 10-p erc ent of sheep  a nd 10 p erc ent of c a ttle m oved. 



August 19, 2015 

Drought Impacts and Response 



How to Stay Informed 

   http://fwp.mt.gov/  
 



Fishing Closures and Restriction  
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Fire Restrictions 

 
Stage 1  or 2 Fire Restrictions for  many many 
• Fishing Access Sites (FASs) 
• State Parks  and, 
• Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) 
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DESCRIPTION Q < Instream Flow flow max InstreamFlow 

Gallatin R Basin TRUE 380 850 

Big Hole River Abv Pintler Creek TRUE 89 160 

Big Hole River Basin TRUE 89 573 

Big Hole River Abv Old Divide Dam TRUE 252 800 

Bighorn R TRUE 2390 2800 

Clarks Fork Yellowstone R TRUE 343 399 

Smith R Abv Sheep Crk TRUE 77 90 

Smith R Abv Hound Crk TRUE 87 150 

Smith R Abv Cascade Cty Line TRUE 77 140 

Marias R Abv Tiber Res TRUE 123 200 

Dearborn R TRUE 51 110 

Little Prickly Pear Crk TRUE 30 70 

Missouri Abv Canyon Ferry TRUE 1570 2400 

Madison R TRUE 1200 1300 

Jefferson R TRUE 327 1095.5 

Rock Crk TRUE 195 250 

South Fork Flathead R Abv Hungry Horse Res TRUE 372 700 

North Fork Flathead River Basin TRUE 752 1400 

Middle Fork Flathead R TRUE 562 850 

Blackfoot R TRUE 451 700 

Tobacco River Basin TRUE 42 100 

Battle Crk TRUE 1.1 5 

Middle Fork Poplar R TRUE 1.7 2 

Rock Crk (Milk) TRUE 1.7 8 

Madison R Abv Ennis Res TRUE 1010 1050 

Boulder R TRUE 33 47 

Rock Crk Abv Ranck Crk TRUE 42 150 

Blackfoot R Abv Clearwater TRUE 294 500 

Flathead R Abv SF Flathead R TRUE 1314 2100 

Yellowstone R Abv Bighorn R TRUE 2790 3500 

Beaverhead R TRUE 94 200 



How to Stay Informed 

   http://fwp.mt.gov/  
 



Moisture Status by County

Beaverhead Moderately Dry

Big Horn Slightly Dry

Blaine Near Average (Normal)

Broadwater Slightly Dry

Carbon Near Average (Normal)

Carter Near Average (Normal)

Cascade Moderately Dry

Chouteau Slightly Dry

Custer Slightly Dry

Daniels Near Average (Normal)

Dawson Slightly Dry

Deer Lodge Extremely Dry

Fallon Near Average (Normal)

Fergus Slightly Dry

Flathead Extremely Dry

Gallatin Slightly Dry

Garfield Near Average (Normal)

Glacier Extremely Dry

Golden Valley Slightly Dry

Granite Extremely Dry

Hill Near Average (Normal)

Jefferson Moderately Dry

Judith Basin Slightly Dry

Lake Extremely Dry

Lewis & Clark Extremely Dry

Liberty Slightly Dry

Lincoln Extremely Dry

Madison Moderately Dry

McCone Slightly Dry

Meagher Slightly Dry

Mineral Extremely Dry

Missoula Moderately Dry

Musselshell Slightly Dry

Park Near Average (Normal)

NAME August 2015

Page 1 of 2



Petroleum Slightly Dry

Phillips Near Average (Normal)

Pondera Extremely Dry

Powder River Near Average (Normal)

Powell Extremely Dry

Prairie Slightly Dry

Ravalli Moderately Dry

Richland Near Average (Normal)

Roosevelt Near Average (Normal)

Rosebud Slightly Dry

Sanders Extremely Dry

Sheridan Slightly Dry

Silver Bow Extremely Dry

Stillwater Near Average (Normal)

Sweet Grass Near Average (Normal)

Teton Extremely Dry

Toole Moderately Dry

Treasure Slightly Dry

Valley Near Average (Normal)

Wheatland Near Average (Normal)

Wibaux Slightly Dry

Yellowstone Near Average (Normal)

NAME August 2015

Page 2 of 2



 
 Governor’s Drought & Water Supply Advisory 

Committee   
 August NRCC Update  

Harold Gemmell, Direct Fire Protection Coordinator 
DNRC 

hgemmell@mt.gov  406 329-4996 

mailto:hgemmell@mt.gov


Northeast Kootenai Complex 
2065 Acres 
T2 IMT Assigned 





Morrell Complex, Lolo NF 
384 Acres 
Type 2 IMT 
20% Containment 

http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/photos/MTLNF/2015-08-15-1254-Morrell-Complex/picts/2015_08_16-10.09.47.859-CDT.jpeg


Cabin Creek, B-D NF 
895 Acres, 95% Contained 



Thompson Divide Complex, Glacier National Park 
13982 Acres 
Type 2 IMT 
Sheep Fire – 73 acres, threatening US Hwy 2 and BNSF 



NORTHERN ROCKIES GEOGRAPHIC AREA 
PREDICTIVE SERVICE AREAS 



(NEW) SILVER BUTTE. DNRC Protection, Kootenai NF in the backcountry NE of 
Trout Creek. 3 acres, 0% contained. Canadian rappellers working the fire. 
FISHER MOUNTAIN. Northwest Land Office, MT DNRC. Fire on Fisher 
Mountain southeast of Libby. 39 acres. Fire is lined, but not containment 
estimate available. Burning in timber on Plum Creek lands. Full Suppression 
Strategy. Lightning-caused. 30 people assigned. 
TROPHY RIDGE FIRE, Northeast Land Office, MT-DNRC. 4,496 acres. 80% 
contained. Cause unknown, located 15 miles E of Roy, MT.   
WILDHORSE FIRE, Southwestern Land Office, MT-DNRC. Full Suppression 
Strategy. 133 acres. 25% containment. DNRC in unified command with Ninemile 
RD and the Missoula County All-Hazard IMT (T3). 

TWIN CREEK FIRE, Northwest Land Office, MT-DNRC. 50 acres. Fire is lined 
and 40% contained 
NORTHEAST KOOTENAI COMPLEX, Kootenai NF. Full Suppression 
management strategy. Lightning caused, located 4 miles NW of Trego, MT. 
Timber. Type 2 Incident Management Team (Pearson, IC). Complex includes: 
Marston 2,200ac, Sunday Creek 60ac, Burnaby 5ac. Active fire behavior with short 
crown runs, group torching and signal tree torching. Eureka, MT residences and 
structures are threatened.  



Thompson divide complex, Glacier NP. Full Suppression, Point Zone Protection, 
and Confinement management strategy. Cause unknown, located 3 miles SW of 
Essex, MT. Type 2 Incident Managment Team (Leach, IC). Complex includes: 
Thompson fire 13,820ac (0%), Sheep 73ac (0%), Granite 39ac (0%). Timber. Moderate 
fire behavior reported. Two historical cabins and numerous other structures 
threatened. Area and trail closures in effect. Anticipated containment 10/15.  
Morrell Complex, Lolo NF. Point Zone Protection management strategy. Lightning 
caused, located 7 miles N of Seeley Lake, MT.  Type 2 Incident Management Team 
(Grant, IC). Complex includes:  Richmond Ridge 2 5ac (0%), Richmond Ridge 279ac 
(0%), and North Richmond 100ac (0%). Timber and closed timber litter. Active fire 
behavior with group torching, short-range spotting and backing. Road, area and 
trail closures in effect. 

Napoleon 1, Kootenai NF. Point Zone Protection management strategy. Lightning 
caused, located 5 miles N of Noxon, MT. Timber. Active fire behavior. Structures 
threatened. Road, area and trail closures in effect. Last report unless significant 
activity occurs. 









NR02 - Northwestern Montana 

Libby Ranger Station 
Troy Ranger Station 
Eureka Ranger Station 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR02_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR02_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR02_FM100.png


NR04 – Western Montana 

Plains Hot Springs 
Missoula Nine Mile 
St. Regis 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR04_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR04_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR04_FM100.png


NR07 - Glacier National Park and Wilderness Areas 

West Glacier Hungry Horse 
Cyclone Benchmark 
Condon Work Center 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR07_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR07_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR07_FM100.png


NR06 – North Central Idaho and Bitterroot/Sapphire Mountains 

Fenn Stevi 
Powell West Fork 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR06_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR06_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR06_FM100.png


NR08 – Southwest Montana, West of Continental Divide 

Lincoln 
Phillipsburg 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR08_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR08_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR08_FM100.png


NR09 – Big Hole, Southwest Montana East of Continental Divide 

Jefferson Ennis 
Brenner Wise River 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR09_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR09_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR09_FM100.png


NR10 – Northern Front Range 

St. Mary 
Gleason 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR10_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR10_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR10_FM100.png


NR11 – West Central Montana 

Helena 
Porphyry 
White Sulphur Springs 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR11_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR11_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR11_FM100.png


NR12 – South Central Montana and Yellowstone YP 

Shenango Hebgen Lake  
Fishtail Timbercrest 
Bechler Quadrant 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR12_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR12_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR12_FM100.png


NR13 – Northern Plains and Missouri Breaks 

Rocky Boy Little Bullwhacker 
Bluff Creek King Coulee 
Armells Creek South Sawmill Creek 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR13_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR13_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR13_FM100.png


NR14 – Southern Montana (Big Horn/Powder River) 

Wolf Mountain           Pryor Mountain 
Bighorn Mountain     Badger Peak 
Fort Howes   

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR14_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR14_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR14_FM100.png


NR15 – Northeast Montana/Northwest North Dakota 

Poplar Crosby 
Lostwood Watford City 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR15_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR15_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR15_FM100.png


NR16 – Southeastern Montana/Southwestern South Dakota 

Big Sheep Mountain Knowlton 
Cannonball Creek Sand Creek 

http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR16_ERCg.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR16_FM1000.png
http://www.wfas.net/data/firedanger/graphs/NR16_FM100.png














Through 08/19/2015 

309 Fires (direct & county assist) 

25648.58 Acres 

77 mutual aid incidents (MA) 

40 false alarms 

426 Incidents (total fires, MA, false alarms) 

62% Human, 33% Lightning, 5% Unknown 

5-yr average: (on this day) 

216 Fires 

94268.64 Acres 







NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Montana Drought and Water Supply  
Status change from July to August 2015 – Assessed 8/18/2015 

(All changes one category unless otherwise noted) 

Glacier 
Pondera 

Teton 
Lewis and Clark 

Cascade 
Meagher 

Judith Basin 
Fergus  

Petroleum 
Golden Valley 

Musselshell  
Big Horn  
Dawson 
Wibaux 

Lincoln 
Flathead 
Sanders 

Lake 
Mineral 

Missoula 
Powell 
Ravalli 
Granite 

Deer Lodge 
Silver Bow 
Beaverhead 

Madison  

Gallatin 
Jefferson 

Broadwater 
Wheatland 

Sweet Grass 
Stillwater 
Carbon 

Yellowstone 
Treasure  
Rosebud 
Custer  

Powder River 
Carter 

Fallon 
Prairie 

McCone 
Richland 
Sheridan 
Chouteau 

Liberty 
Toole 

  
 
 

Drier No Change 
Hill 

Blaine 
Phillips 
Valley 

Daniels  
Roosevelt 
Garfield 

Park  

Wetter  



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Montana Drought 
Status 

August 2015 
vs.  

July 2015  
 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Montana  
Drought & Water Supply  

Advisory Committee 

August 20, 2015 
National Weather Service 

Gina Loss – Service Hydrologist 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Departure from Average Temperature 
July 2015 

• Mostly near average 
• Northwest… 3 to 5 °F 

above average in some 
areas 

June 2015 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Percent of Average Precipitation 
July 2015 

• North-central… well 
above average 

• West and southwest… 
areas above to well 
above average 

• Northwest and 
east/southeast… areas 
below to well below 
average 

June 2015 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Percent of Normal Precipitation 
Water Year 2015 

• October - July 
• Mostly near to below 

average 
• West, southwest, north-

central seeing areas 
well below average 

• Area in central 
Montana well above 
average 

Oct-Jun 2015 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Percent of Normal Precipitation 
Crop Year 

• April - July 
• Northwest… well 

below average 
• Improvement across 

the hi-line 
• Remainder of state… 

mostly near to below 
average 

April-June 2015 
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• Well below average west, and 
portions of central, north-
central, and northeast 

• Above to well above average 
south-central and southeast, and 
portions of southwest and north-
central 

• Areas south-central and 
southeast 3-5+ inches 

Percent of Average and Total Precipitation 
August 1 - 18 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

Departure from Average Temperatures 
August 1-18 

Low Temperatures 

High Temperatures 

• High temperatures mostly 
near average 
– Areas northwest 4-10 °F 

above normal 
• Lows temperatures 

mostly near average 
– Area central 4-8 °F  below 

normal 
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Top 1 Meter 

July 13, 2015 
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National Drought Monitor 
Issued August 18 

• Some improvement in D0 – 
Abnormally Dry, and D1 – 
Moderate Drought areas in 
north-central Montana 

July 14, 2015 August 18, 2015 
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History of Drought Monitor Status for Montana 
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North American Drought Monitor 
Issued June 11 

May 21, 2015 April 16, 2015 
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7-Day Precipitation Forecast 
Thursday-Saturday 

Sunday-Monday 

Tuesday-Wednesday 
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8 to 14 Day Outlook 
500mb Heights and Anomalies 

• August 27 – 
September 2 

• Low pressure trough 
over west 
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8 to 14 Day Outlook  
August 27 – September 2 

Temperature 

• 33% to 60% chance temperatures will 
average below normal across Montana 

Precipitation 

• 40% to 50% chance precipitation 
will average above normal across 
Montana 
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El Niño / La Niña 
El Niño Advisory:  >90% chance continues through winter, 80% chance last into spring 
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September Outlook 
Updated August 20 

• 33% to 60% chance temperatures will 
average above normal over west and 
portions of central Montana 

 

 

• Equal chances precipitation will 
average above, below, or near normal 
across Montana 

Temperature Precipitation 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

October – December Outlook 
Updated August 20 

• 33% to 50% chance temperatures will 
average above normal across Montana 

 

 

• 33% to 50% chance precipitation will 
average below normal across most of 
Montana 

 

Temperature Precipitation 
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Drought Outlook through November 
Issued August 20 

• Those areas currently 
in drought status (D1 
– D3) expected to 
persist or intensify 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

In Summary... 
• For July, precipitation was above to well above average 

in portions of southwest, central and north-central 
– Northwest and east/southeast saw areas below to well below 

average 

• After above average temperatures in June, July brought 
near average temperatures to most of the state 
– Areas northwest still above average  

• El Niño continues to strengthened, and likely it will 
persist into spring 2016 

• Drought Outlook continues to show those areas of 
drought in Montana expected to persist or intensify 
through November 



NOAA - National Weather Service – Building a Weather Ready Nation 

weather.gov 

weather.gov/billings 
weather.gov/glasgow 
weather.gov/missoula 
weather.gov/greatfalls 



Montana Drought & Water Supply 
Advisory Committee 

USDA, NASS  
Montana Field Office 
Thomas Chard II 
Agricultural Statistician 



Winter Wheat August 1 Montana   
Production Forecast 

Total Production 
 94.3 million bushels 
 Up 3 percent from last year due higher 

harvested acreage 
Yield 
 Yield forecast is 41.0 bushels per acre 
 Unchanged from July 1 forecast and last year 



USDA-NASS 
8-12-15 



Spring Wheat August 1 Montana  
Production Forecast 

 
Total Production  
 85.25 million bushels 
 Down 18 percent from last year due to lower 

acreage and yield 
 

Yield 
  31.0 bushels per acre 
  Down 1 bushel from July 1 forecast 
  Down 4 bushels from last year 

 



USDA-NASS 
8-12-15 



Durum Wheat August 1 Montana  
Production Forecast 

 
Total Production 
 17.98 million bushels 
 Up 35 percent from last year due to higher 

acreage 
 

Yield 
 29.0 bushels per acre 
 Up 2 bushels from July 1 forecast 
 Down 2 from last year 

 



Barley August 1 Montana  
Production Forecast 

    Total Production   
 47.30 million bushels 
 Up 6 percent from last year due to higher 

yield and higher acreage 
 
Yield     
  55.0 bushels per acre 
  Up 2 bushels from July 1 forecast 
  Down 3 bushels from last year 



August 1, 2015 Montana Crop  
 

Production 
Crop Unit Aug ‘15 % Chg 

from prev 
year 

 
Alfalfa Hay 
   Harvested (000) Ac 1,900 +3 
   Yield Tons 1.8 -14 
   Production (000)Tons 3,420             -12 

 
Other Hay 
   Harvested (000) Ac 900 +2 
   Yield Tons 1.9 +12 
   Production (000)Tons             1,710 +14   



August 1, 2015 Montana Crop  
 

Production 
Crop Unit Aug ‘15 % Chg 

from prev 
year 

 
Dry Beans 
   Harvested (000) Ac 45 +22 
   Yield Lbs 1,800 +10 
   Production (000)Cwt 810             +34 

 
Sugarbeets 
   Harvested (000) Ac 43.8 -1 
   Yield Tons 30.6 -5 
   Production (000)Tons 1,340             -7 

 



Crop Weather Report  
 Week Ending August 16, 2015 

Hot weather during the week with isolated 
thunderstorms.  

 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions are 

lower than last year and 5 year average. 
 

Harvest progress continues to be ahead of last 
year and 5 year average. 
 

Summer range and pasture conditions lower 
than last year and the five-year average  

 
 



Topsoil Moisture  
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5-yr 
Avg 

Very short 15% 13% 13% 15% 
Short 38% 38% 39% 38% 
Adequate 40% 41% 43% 44% 
Surplus 7% 8% 5% 3% 

Adequate and surplus condition is 47 percent. Below last year, 
but equal to the 5 year average 



Subsoil Moisture  
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5-yr 
Avg 

Very short 14% 13% 9% 13% 
Short 38% 38% 41% 33% 
Adequate 39% 40% 46% 52% 
Surplus 9% 9% 4% 2% 

Adequate and surplus condition is 48 percent. Below the 5 year 
average and last year. 



Crop Progress Percent 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

This 
week 

Last 
week  

Last 
year 

5-yr 
Avg 

Winter Wheat 
          harvested 

 
92% 

 
84% 

 
83% 

 
70% 

            
Spring Wheat 
         harvested 

 
43% 

 
29% 

 
21% 

 
19% 



Spring Wheat Crop Condition 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

Very 
poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

This 
week 4% 8% 33% 46% 9% 
Last 
week  4% 8% 34% 45% 9% 

Last year 1% 4% 38% 48% 9% 
5-yr Avg 3% 7% 30% 49% 11% 

Good and excellent condition is 55 percent. Below the 5 year 
average and last year. 



Crop Progress Percent 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

This 
week 

Last 
week  

Last 
year 

5-yr 
Avg 

Durum Wheat 
          harvested 

 
19% 

 
12% 

 
2% 

 
11% 

           
Barley 
          harvested 

 
62% 

 
48% 

 
36% 

 
30% 

           



Barley Crop Condition 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

Very 
poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

This 
week 4% 10% 34% 41% 11% 
Last 
week  4% 10% 34% 41% 11% 

Last year 0 4% 41% 43% 12% 
5-yr Avg 3% 7% 32% 44% 14% 

Good and excellent condition is 52 percent. Below the 5 year 
average and last year. 



Hay – Second Cutting 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

This 
week 

Last 
week  

Last 
year 

5-yr 
Avg 

Alfalfa 
Second Cutting  

 
66% 

 
51% 

 
55% 

 
52% 

Other Hay  
Second Cutting 

 
50% 

 
36% 

 
42% 

 
40% 



Range & Pasture Condition Percent 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

Very poor- 
poor 

Fair Good Excellent 

This week 31% 45% 21% 3% 
Last week  31% 44% 22% 3% 
Last year 20% 36% 36% 8% 
5-yr Avg 22% 29% 37% 12% 

Good and excellent condition is 24 percent. Below the 5 year 
average and last year. 



Summary 
Week Ending August 16, 2015 

Winter wheat harvest is wrapping up. 
Spring small grain and pulse crop harvest is 

underway or well underway. 
The second cutting of hay is well underway. 
Soil moisture and range conditions are down 

from last year.  
 

The final Small Grains Summary will be released 
September 30, 2015. 
 
 



USDA, NASS, Mountain Region: 
Montana Field Office 

Thomas Chard II, Statistician 
1-800-835-2612 or 406-441-1240 
Email:  nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 
  
Montana Data available at following address: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/M

ontana/index.asp 
  

mailto:nass-mt@nass.usda.gov
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Montana/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Montana/index.asp


Lucas Zukiewicz 
Water Supply Specialist  
USDA-NRCS 
Montana Snow Surveys 
Lucas.Zukiewicz@mt.usda.gov  
406-587-6843 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/snow/ 

Governor’s Drought and Water Supply 
Advisory Committee 

Mountain Precipitation,Streamflow  

and Soil Moisture Update  

August 20th, 2015 

Photo: Looking up the South Fork of the 
Flathead from Desert Mountain.  
July 28th, 2015. Lucas Zukiewicz 



Precipitation 





Rank Value WY 
1 43.6 1997 
2 40.9 2011 
3 38.7 1996 
4 38.2 1982 
5 38.2 1995 
6 35.9 1991 
7 35.2 1999 
8 35 1993 
9 34.9 2008 

10 34.7 1990 
11 34.3 2009 
12 34.3 2012 
13 34.2 2014 
14 33.9 1984 
15 33.7 1986 
16 33.5 1981 
17 33.5 1989 
18 32.9 1983 
19 32.4 1998 
20 32.1 2002 
21 31.9 2010 
22 31.5 2006 
23 30.5 2007 
24 30.3 2013 
25 30.2 2004 
26 30.1 2005 
27 29.7 1992 
28 29.1 2015 
29 29 2000 
30 28.9 2003 
31 28.6 1987 
32 28.3 1985 
33 26.1 1994 
34 26 1988 
35 24 2001 







April 1st – August 19th, 2015 Record Low Precipitation 
SNOTEL Sites (22 to 37 years of record) 















Surface Water Supply Indices 





Soil Moisture 

























• Water Year-To-Date Precipitation is below average at mountain weather stations 
for August 20th in all basins across Montana 
 

• April 1st to current precipitation is near to record low at many mountain SNOTEL 
locations west of the Divide. 
 

• Above average July precipitation along the Idaho/Montana border did not make 
up for the water year and crop year deficits in many areas.  
 

• Surface Water Supply Inidices continue to be very low, due to below average 
streamflows.  
 

• Soil moisture state-wide is falling, and began to do so earlier than normal this 
summer due to lack of precipitation, above average temperatures, and below 
normal snowpack (at mountain locations).  

Summary 



USDA-NRCS Montana Homepage: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/mt/home/ 
• Technical Resources 
• Conservation Planning 
• Soil Health 
• Local information can be obtained at regional NRCS Field Offices (52 in MT) 
 http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt/contact/?cid=nrcs144p2_057954 
 
USDA-NRCS Montana Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Program 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/snow/ 
• Real-Time weather station information 
• Daily precipitation, temperature and snowpack products 
• Monthly water supply forecasts (January 1st – June 1st) 
• Low-Flow forecasts 
 
  
 
 

USDA-NRCS Montana 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/mt/home/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/mt/home/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt/contact/?cid=nrcs144p2_057954
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/snow/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/snow/


Lucas Zukiewicz 
Water Supply Specialist  
USDA-NRCS 
Montana Snow Surveys 
Lucas.Zukiewicz@mt.usda.gov  
406-587-6843 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/snow/ 

Governor’s Drought and Water Supply 
Advisory Committee 

Mountain Precipitation,Streamflow  

and Soil Moisture Update  

August 20th, 2015 

Photo: Looking up the South Fork of the 
Flathead from Desert Mountain.  
July 28th, 2015. Lucas Zukiewicz 



USDA Farm Service Agency 
Disaster Program Overview 

August 2015 



About USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 
Local FSA service center offices across Montana administer 
farm program and loan programs authorized by Congress by 
permanent law and under the Agricultural Act of 2014, known 
as the 2014 Farm Bill. Each administrative FSA office has a 
County Committee, comprised of farmers and ranchers who 
help deliver FSA programs. 
 
The state office is headquartered in Bozeman, Montana, and 
the national office in Washington, DC. 



FSA Service Center Offices 



FSA Disaster Programs: 
 
 CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 

Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
Emergency Loan Program (EM) 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 
 
Two ways for eligibility: 
 
• County is suffering from a 40% or greater loss in 

normal hay and pasture production for the 4 most 
recent months. 

• County reaches “D2” on the drought monitor 
 

Emergency Haying and Grazing of CRP acres must begin 
after the end of the primary nesting season which is July 
15th.  Emergency haying and grazing can begin July 16th. 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 
 

Eligibility based on Precipitation 
 
• County FSA office must submit evidence to the FSA State 

Office that the county is suffering from a 40% or greater loss in 
normal hay and pasture production. 

• Precipitation loss must have occurred for the 4 most recent 
months, plus the days in the current month before the date of 
request 

• Local FSA County office must get approval to implement 
emergency haying and grazing of CRP based on precipitation 
from the National FSA office 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 
 
Eligibility based on the drought monitor 
 
• FSA State Committee may authorize emergency haying 

and grazing based on the drought monitor. 
• When county reaches “D2” on the drought monitor, FSA 

county office may submit a request to implement 
emergency haying and grazing of CRP to the FSA State 
Office. 

• If the county has a value of “D2”, “D3”, or “D4” on the 
drought monitor, the county is eligible to request authority 
to implement emergency haying and grazing of CRP. 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 
 
Eligible Montana Counties 
The following counties are approved for Emergency Haying 
and Grazing of CRP for 2015 based on the drought monitor: 
• Cascade 
• Glacier 
• Lake 
• Lewis & Clark 
• Liberty 
• Pondera 
• Teton 
• Toole 

 
• Daniels County is approved based on loss of precipitation 

eligibility criteria 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 
 
ELAP Purpose: 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish that have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, 
including losses due to blizzards and wildfires (on privately 
owned land) as determined by the Secretary.  

 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 
 
Eligible Livestock Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 
• Grazing losses during the normal grazing period (not 

drought) 
 

• Purchased and mechanically harvested forage and feed 
stuffs damaged or destroyed 
 

• Additional cost of purchasing livestock feed above normal 
quantities 
 

 
 
 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 
 
Eligible Livestock Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 
• Cost for transporting livestock feed to livestock if 

purchased or mechanically harvested forage is damaged 
or destroyed or additional feed purchased above normal 
 

• Additional cost of transporting water to eligible livestock 
(started in 2014 instead of ECP water hauling) 
 

• Physical loss of livestock in excess of normal mortality (no 
approved losses for Montana at this time) 
 

 
 
 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 
 
Eligible Honeybee Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 
 
• Purchased or harvested feed losses 

 
• Physical losses to colonies 

 
• Physical losses to hives  
 
 
 
 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 
 
ELAP Deadlines: 
• 2015 – The earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is 

apparent or November 1, after the program year in which 
the loss occurred. 

 
Note: producers must file a Notice of Loss and an 
Application for Payment by the deadlines listed above. 
 
 
 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 
 ECP Purpose 
The purpose of ECP for drought is to provide cost-share 
assistance to eligible agriculture producers during periods of 
severe drought to: 
 
• Supply emergency water for livestock, including confined 

livestock and poultry 
• Supply emergency water for existing irrigation systems 

serving orchards and vineyards 
• In addition to drought, ECP is used to provide cost-share 

assistance for other natural disasters.  Fire, flood, 
tornados, hurricanes 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 
 ECP Eligibility Based on Precipitation Levels 
• FSA County office must provide evidence that the county 

precipitation levels are at an average of 40% or greater 
loss of normal precipitation 

• Precipitation loss must have occurred for the 4 most recent 
months, plus the days in the current month before the date 
of request 

• National FSA office provides authority to FSA County office 
to implement ECP based on precipitation loss 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 
 ECP Eligibility Based on Drought Monitor 
 
• If county reaches “D3” on the drought monitor, FSA county 

office may request authority to implement ECP 
 

• FSA State Committee has authority to approve ECP 
requests based upon the drought monitor 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 
 2015 Montana Counties Approved 
 
• Powder River County is approved for both fire and flood for 

2015 
 

• No additional counties are approved for ECP drought to 
provide cost-share assistance for livestock watering 
facilities. 
 

• No additional counties are approved for ECP fire  
 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 
 EM Purpose 

 

• Emergency Loans assist farmers and ranchers who have 
suffered physical or production losses in areas declared by 
the President as disaster areas or designated by the 
Secretary of Agriculture as disaster area or quarantine 
areas (for physical losses only, the FSA Administrator may 
authorize Emergency Loan assistance). 
 

• Emergency Loans are only available as direct loans from 
FSA. 
 
 

• The maximum indebtedness under the Emergency Loan 
program is $500,000. 

 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 
 Uses 

 

Emergency loan funds may be used to:  
 
• Restore or replace essential property;  
• Pay all or part of production costs associated with the 

disaster year;  
• Pay essential family living expenses;  
• Reorganize the farming operation and; 
• Refinance certain debts.  
 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 
 Eligible Disaster Designated Montana Counties: 
2015 Primary Disaster Counties: Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, 
Flathead, Glacier, Granite, Lake, Lewis and Clark, Lincoln, 
Mineral, Missoula, Pondera, Powell, Ravalli, Sanders, Silver 
Bow 

2015 Contiguous Disaster Counties: Broadwater, Cascade, 
Chouteau, Fallon, Gallatin, Jefferson, Liberty, Madison, 
Meagher, Richland, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Toole, Teton and 
Wibaux 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 
 Eligible Disaster Designated Montana Counties: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Designations 
have various 
incidence 
periods and 
disaster types. 

• Producers 
have up to 
eight months 
from the date 
of the 
designation to 
apply for an 
EM with FSA. 

 



Natural Disaster Designations 
 
 The Emergency Loan program is the only FSA program 
triggered by a Presidential or Secretarial Natural Disaster 
Designation. All other FSA disaster programs have other 
eligibility requirements. 
  

Disaster Set-Aside: 

Secretarial Disaster Designations in a county also allow an existing 
FSA farm loan borrowers in the designated county to set-aside one 
annual loan payment to the end of the loan in order to continue 
operating. Producers apply for this option through the Farm Loan 
office servicing their loan. 
 
Tax Deferral Option: Producers in disaster counties can also 
exercise the IRS tax deferral option. Consult your accountant about 
this IRS option.  



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 
 

LFP Purpose: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LFP Provides Compensation to eligible livestock producers 
for covered livestock due to: 
 

• Qualifying Drought 
Determined by the US Drought Monitor 
 

• Fire on Federal Land 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 
 

Levels of Qualifying Drought: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D2 (severe drought) for 8 consecutive weeks in any area of the county  
• 1 monthly payment 
D3 (extreme drought) at any time in any area of the county 
• 3 monthly payments 
D3 (extreme drought) for any 4 weeks during the grazing period in any 
area of the county 
• 4 monthly payments 
D4 (extreme drought) at any time during the grazing period in any area of 
the county 
• 4 monthly payments 
D4 (extreme drought) for any 4 weeks during the grazing period in any 
area of the county 
• 5 monthly payments 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 
 

MT Counties Current Eligible for 2015 LFP (as of Aug. 14): 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaverhead 
Deer Lodge 
Flathead 
Glacier 
Granite 
Lake 
Lewis and Clark 
Lincoln 

 

Mineral 
Missoula 
Pondera 
Powell 
Ravalli 
Sanders 
Silver Bow 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 
 

Qualifying Fire Losses 
 
Must occur on rangeland managed by a Federal Agency 
 
Eligible producers must have been prohibited from grazing 
their normal permitted livestock during the grazing period 
due to the fire 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 
 

Deadline 
 
• February 1, 2016 for all 2015 losses 
 
Must have a completed application, including a supporting 
documentation on file by this date. 
 
Supporting documentation includes land leases (if 
applicable), verification of livestock inventory and payment 
eligibility forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 
 
 

LIP Purpose 
 
LIP provides benefits to livestock producers for livestock deaths 
in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather. LIP 
also covers attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government or protected by federal law, including 
wolves and avian predators.  

 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 
 
 

Deadlines 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 
 

Purpose 
NAP provides financial assistance for  noninsurable crop losses 
due to drought, flood, hurricane, or other natural disasters that 
result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevented planting of a 
crop. Landowners, tenants, or sharecroppers who share in the 
risk of producing an eligible crop are eligible. 

 
 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 
 

Eligible Crops 
Eligible crops are those where crop insurance is unavailable. 
Also eligible for NAP coverage are controlled-environment 
crops (mushroom and floriculture), specialty crops (honey and 
maple sap), and value loss crops (aquaculture, Christmas 
trees, ginseng, ornamental nursery, and turfgrass sod).  



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 
 

2014 Farm Bill Improvements 
• NAP was expanded from basic catastrophic coverage to 

include buy-up coverage levels. Producers may elect 
additional coverage levels ranging from 50 to 65 percent of 
production, in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the 
average market price. 

• Producers who elect additional coverage must pay a 
premium in addition to the service fee.  Crops intended for 
grazing are not eligible for additional coverage. 

• Beginning, limited resource, and underserved farmers are 
eligible for a  waiver of the service fee and a 50 percent 
premium reduction.    

 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 
 

2016 Crop Year Sales Closing Dates/Deadlines  
 
• Sept. 1, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for  

Value-Loss Crops 
• Sept. 30, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for  

Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and Grazing, 
Mixed Forage Crops, Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat and Garlic 

• Dec. 1, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Honey 
Producers 

• March 15, 2016: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for All 
Other Crops 



Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
 
 
 
 

TAP Purpose 
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible 
trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.  
 
TAP Deadline 
The final date to submit an application and supporting 
documentation is the later of 90 calendar days of the 
disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. 



Visit Farm Service Agency Online 
  
• http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-

program/index - DISASTER WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill - FARM BILL WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov - NATIONAL WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov/mt - MONTANA WEBSITE 

 
 
 
 

For assistance with FSA programs, 
contact your local FSA service center office. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt


Get Connected to Montana FSA eNews  
 
Montana agricultural producers who have not signed up in GovDelivery 
eNews for electronic FSA eNews updates are encouraged to do so. To 
subscribe, contact your local FSA office and let them know that you want to 
receive eNews via GovDelivery or signup on your own at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe and select the following Montana FSA 
subscriptions: 
 
Updates by State and County: 
Montana State Office Newsletter and Updates 
Your County(ies) Office Newsletter and Updates 
 
News and Events: 
MT - Press Releases 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe




 
 

USGS Streamflows, August 2015 

Flint Creek near Drummond, Montana 
 



DAILY STREAMFLOW CONDITIONS 









































Map of below normal 7-day average streamflow compared to historical 
streamflow for the day of year (Montana) 



USGS Home Page:  http://usgs.gov 
 
NwisWeb:  http://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/nwis 
Access to USGS water data for Montana. 
 
Wyoming-Montana Water Science Center Home Page:  
http://wy-mt.water.usgs.gov 
Montana Current Streamflow Conditions 

QUESTIONS? 
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